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At  the  request  and  vrith  the  cooperation  of  the  rice  industry,  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  conducted  a  survey  to  determine 
present  milled  rice  distribution  patterns,  incliiding  destination  of  ship- 
ments by  States  and  territories,  type  of  rice,  kind  of  buyer,  and  package 
information »  Data  were  collected  from  rice  millers  and  repackagers  2/ 
for  rice  distributed  during  the  marketing  year  Ai:igust  1,  1955^  to  J\aly  31, 
1956.  As  a  result  of  the  excellent  cooperation  of  the  rice  industry,  it 
is  estimated  that  the  data  in  this  report  represent  $8  percent  of  the 
rice  in  distribution  channels  for  direct  and  processed  food  uses. 

Since  it  is  important  that  the  rice  industry  and  others  interested 
in  rice  marketing  have  as  much  information  available  as  possible  to 
assist  them  in  making  marketing  decisions  before  the  start  of  the  next 
marketing  year,  the  basic  data  collected  from  the  survey  are  being  made 
available  through  this  preliminary  report.  A  more  detailed  analysis  of 
the  data  will  be  available  in  a  final  report  to  be  issxied  later.  Distri- 
bution of  milled  rice  for  all  purposes  in  the  continental  United  States 
and  territories,  covered  in  this  siirvey,  totaled  16,058,000  hundred- 
weight during  the  1955-56  marketing  year.  This  includes  shipments  in  the 
continental  Iftiited  States  of  about  8,118,000  hundredweight  for  direct  food 
uses,  1,269,000  hundredweight  to  cereal  manufacturers,  101,000  hundredweight 
to  soup  manufacturers,  121,000  hundredweight  to  canned  rice  and  baby  food 
manufacturers,  15,000  hundredweight  for  miscellaneous  food  processing,  and 
2,867,000  hundredweight  to  breweries.  Shipments  to  territories  amounted  to 
about  3^566,000  hundredweight. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  reports  use  of 
brewers'  and  broken  rice  by  the  brewing  industry  at  about  4,176,000  hundred- 
weight during  the  1955-56  marketing  season.  Iii5)orts  of  about  130,000 
hundredweight  of  broken  rice  went  to  the  brewing  industry  Hn<^  account  for 
part  of  the  difference.  According  to  trade  sources,  part  of  brewery  usage 
came  tvcm  a  reduction  in  stocks  held  by  breweries.  In  addition,  th&re  were 
also  some  direct  piirchases  of  Commodity  Credit  Coi-poration  rice  by  brewers. 

1/    Since  this  release  is  made  prior  to  final  review  and  analysis,  it 
is  subject  to  possible  revision. 

2/  Repackagers  include  those  firms  which  purchase  rice  in  bulk  from 
millers,  package,  and  usually  redistribute  on  an  interstate  basis.  gnTaii 
firms  which  redistribute  locaULy  are  not  considered  in  the  repackager 
category  for  the  pvirposes  of  this  report. 
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It  Is  estimated  that  at  least  700,000  hxmdredweight  of  reported  use 
by  brewers  can  be  accounted  for  by  these  other  sources.  Including  imports. 
For  the  purpose  of  this  preliminary  report,  it  is  possible  that  the 
unaccounted-for  portion  of  brewery  usage  is  reflected  in  distribution 
reported  for  direct  food  \ise.  Further  checks  will  be  made  in  order  to 
separate  the  different  categories  of  rice  usage  more  fully  in  the  final 
report  of  the  survey. 

Of  the  8,118,000  hundredweight  distributed  in  the  continental  United 
States  for  direct  food  use,  U, 679^000  hundredweight  was  shipped  in  con- 
sumer packages  3/  aJ^d  2,99^^000  hundredweight  in  bags  and  bulk.  \l     The 
remaining  \h^,O0Q>  hundredweight  represents  distribution  to  schools,  insti- 
tutions, and  welfare  agencies  from  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  stocks. 

Distribution  of  rice  to  the  States  for  direct  food  use  varies  con- 
siderably between  States.  Six  States,  New  York,  Louisiana,  California, 
South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  Texas,  accoimted  for  about  59  percent  of  the 
total  distribution  for  direct  food  use.  These  six  States  have  about  28 
percent  of  the  population. 

Louisiana  led  all  States  in  per  capita  distribution  for  direct  food 
use,  with  37 '1  poimds.  Other  States  where  the  per  capita  distribution  was 
high  were  South  Carolina,  with  26.5  pounds,  and  Florida,  with  11.0  pounds. 
Seventeen  States  had  a  per  capita  distribution  of  less  than  2.0  pounds. 

A  total  of  3^566,000  hundredweight  of  milled  rice  was  shipped  to 
United  States  territories.  This  total  inclMes  58,000  hundredweight  taken 
from  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  stocks  and  distributed  to  schools,  insti- 
tutions, and  welfare  agencies.  Of  the  total  territorial  shipments,  86  per- 
cent went  to  Puerto  Rico,  I3.5  percent  to  Hawaii,  and  the  remainder,  O.5 
percent,  to  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Alaska.  On  a  per  capita  basis,  the 
distribution  of  rice  in  Puerto  Rico  was  136,1  pounds.  Hawaii  and  the 
Virgin  Islands,  with  91.6  and  65. 0  poiinds  per  capita,  respectively,  were 
also  high  relative  to  distribution  on  the  mainland. 


3/  Packages  of  10  pounds  or  less. 

5/  Part  of  this  amount  may  have  been  repackaged  in  consumer  units  by 
small^firms  which  redistribute  rice  in  their  local  areas. 
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Table  1.— Continental  United  States  and  territorial  distribution  of  milled 
rice^  by  rice  millers  and  repackagers,  Augxist  1,  1955-July  31^  1956 


Distributed  to  1/ 


Continental  United  States: 

Direct  food  use  — 

Processed  food  use 


Total  food  use 


Brewers  — 
Territories 
Itotal  ■ 


Amount 


Percentage 
of  total 


1,000 
cwt. 


Percent 


2/8,117.6 
1,506.9 

50.6 
9.^ 

9,62i+,5 

60.0 

3/2,866.9 
V3,566.U 

17.8 
22.2 

16,057.8 


100.0 


1/  Military  food  use  and  such  quantities  of  milled  rice  as  may  have  been 
used  for  starch,  feed,  and  other  small  miscellaneous  purposes  are  not 
acco\mted  for. 

2/  Includes  khk^Q   thousand  hundredweight  distributed  from  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  stocks  to  schools,  institutions,  and  welfare  agencies. 
Also  includes  some  broken  rice  that  went  to  the  brewing  industry.  See 
footnote  3* 

3/     Internal  Revenue  Service  reports  use  of  about  ^,176  thousand  hundred- 
weight by  the  brewing  industry.  In  addition  to  shipments  by  mills,  an 
estimated  700  thoxisand  hundredweight  can  be  accoimted  for  by  reduction  of 
stocks  held  by  breweries,  direct  purchases  of  Ccanmodity  Credit  Corporation 
stocks,  and  imports  of  broken  rice.  Remaining  balance,  subject  to  further 
checks,  is  assiraied  to  be  reflected  in  direct  food  use  for  piorposes  of  this 
preliminary  report. 

k/     Includes  58. 1  thousand  hundredweight  distributed  from  Conmodity 
Credit  Corporation  stocks  to  schools,  institutions,  and  welfare  agencies. 
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